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Peru: Summary Of Political Violence, September 18 October 13
by Barbara Khol
Category/Department: General
Published: Thursday, October 17, 1991
Sept. 18: Military sources reported that soldiers killed 35 Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels
near Cotomonillo, Huanuco department. One soldier was injured. Troops confiscated long-range
weapons, mortar shells and explosives. Sendero rebels killed 10 members of the Ashaninka tribe
and severely wounded seven others near Satipo, 340 km. east of Lima. Sept. 19: Military sources
reported that 10 Sendero Luminoso rebels surrendered to the army at the Picchasi base in Ayacucho
department. Information provided by the 10 led to the arrest of 30 rebels. Fourteen agricultural
workers who were reportedly members of civil defense patrols (rondas campesinas) were shot to
death by Sendero Luminoso rebels in La Mar province, Ayacucho department. The rebels also
kidnapped three young women. Police reported that an agricultural engineer and two family
members were shot to death by rebels in the Casalla neighborhood of Pisco, about 240 km. south
of Lima. The engineer had previously received death threats from Sendero Luminoso. Sept. 21:
According to a report by national police headquarters, Sendero Luminoso guerrillas killed four
agricultural workers in Lluchubamba, Cajamarca department. The victims were reportedly accused
of collaboration with government officials. After neighbors were forced to witness the execution,
the rebels bombed municipality offices and other buildings. Sept. 23: Police captured 22 suspected
rebels in Lima's Vitarte district during an attempt to block the highway linking the city to the
nation's central mountain range. About 800 police surrounded the rebels during a march protesting
army presence in the Rauacana area of Lima. According to a survey of Peru's 100 largest private
companies published in Caretas magazine, production costs have increased in the past year by
an average 12.3%. Most of the increase was attributed to security measures and protection money
paid to rebels and common criminals. Forty percent of respondents reported receiving threats
from guerrilla groups, and half said employees may include "terrorist infiltrators." Sept. 26: Rebel
sabotage of a power station caused a blackout affecting the capital and large areas to the north
and south of Lima. Meanwhile, rebels bombed numerous bank offices causing extensive material
damage. No casualties were reported. Police sources reported that 10 Sendero Luminoso rebels
and one soldier were killed during a clash near Ayahuanco, Ayacucho department. According
to police sources, rebels bombed a military transport truck in Mayobamba, Lima department.
One soldier was killed and nine were wounded. Another two soldiers disappeared. Tupac Amaru
Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) rebels set fire to a clothing store in central Lima, apparently
because the owner refused to pay protection money. In a letter to President George Bush, Amnesty
International (AI) requested a review of recent statements indicating that the human rights situation
has improved under President Alberto Fujimori's administration. AI said it had confirmed more
than 150 disappearances since Fujimori took office. Sept. 27: Local newspaper Expreso reported that
Sendero rebels ambushed and killed 15 members of civil defense patrols in the Tapuna region of
Ayacucho department. The corpses were placed on a highway, and vehicle drivers were forced to
pass over the bodies. During a subsequent clash, one soldier, a civil defense patrol member, and
an undetermined number of rebels were killed. Near San Mateo, rebels bombed railroad tracks
linking Lima to the central mountains. The government declared a 60-day state of emergency
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for Lima department (the capital and the port of Callao), a province in Cajamarca department
and four provinces in Puno department, which borders on Bolivia. Sept. 29: Daily newspaper La
Republica reported that approximately 10,000 indigenous people and settlers in the Ene river
region of the Junin department were "liberated" from control by Sendero Luminoso rebels by
soldiers and civil defense patrols. About 8,000 members of the Ashaninka tribe displaced by
the counterinsurgency campaign are residing on the banks of the Apurimac river in Ayacucho
department. Another 2,000 took refuge in the towns of Poyeni and Obenteni, Satipo province,
Junin department. Police in Huancayo reported that Sendero Luminoso rebels attacked a military
base located in the Ene river valley, Satipo province. At least 21 people were killed 16 rebels, four
civilians and one soldier and another 35 were wounded. Sept. 30: According to a report presented
at the fifth annual Private Enterprise Congress, over the past eight years 47% of all business owners
have received terrorist threats by phone or mail. Sabotage against approximately 14,400 companies
has caused US$72 million in damages. Over the same period, 20 prominent businesspersons were
assassinated. Military sources reported that at least 20 Sendero Luminoso rebels surrendered to
civil defense patrols in a remote area of the Rio Apurimac valley, Ayacucho department. Oct. 2:
Interior Minister Gen. Victor Malca reiterated the government's "full respect" for human rights
in a speech to the Chamber of Deputies justice and human rights committee. He recognized,
however, "some excesses" on the part of National Police officers, result of "zeal" in the "daily fight
against crime, terrorism and drug trafficking." Oct. 3: One civil defense patrol member was killed
and five injured during a rebel attack in the town of Quinua, located near Ayacucho. Rebels also
burned at least 20 homes, and destroyed livestock. Oct. 4: Rebels dynamited three high-tension
electricity towers in the city of Ayacucho. During the subsequent black- out, several local business
establishments were bombed and strafed with machinegun fire for having failed to participate in
Sendero-imposed "strikes." [In pamphlets distributed throughout the city on Oct. 5, the rebels
announced a "forced strike" (paro bajo las armas) for Oct. 7-8. Individuals working on the strike
days were threatened with death.] Six civil defense patrol members were killed in rebel attacks on
the towns of Wiruytaqcha and Vinchos, located near Ayacucho. Police reported that retired colonel
Artemio Collado Gomez was shot to death by Sendero Luminoso rebels outside his home in the
port city of Callao. Military sources reported that MRTA rebels temporarily occupied two radio
stations in La Merced and Cerro de Pasco. Oct. 5: In Huancavelica, Juan Corillocla, leader of the
United Left (IU) party coalition and the Education Workers Union (SUTEP), was assassinated by
two unidentified assailants. Police reported that Sendero Luminoso rebels assassinated 14 civil
defense patrol members in the town of Huinchospata, Ayacucho department. Oct. 6: According to a
report released by the Senate's special committee on violence and the peace process, approximately
23,916 people have died in the past 11 years of political violence. Between May 1980 and the end of
September 1991, 19,833 terrorist acts were reported, causing an estimated $18 billion in damages.
The report based on statistics prepared by the Interior and Defense Ministries estimated that
3,761 people have in political violence since President Alberto Fujimori took power in July 1990.
In the first nine months of 1991, 1,283 terrorist attacks were reported, including the destruction of
119 electricity towers. Damage to the nation's electricity grid alone is estimated at $104,686,667.
The death toll for August and September 1991 was 397 and 378, respectively. Ayacucho municipal
officials reported that rebels ambushed and killed nine civil defense patrol members and one soldier
in Rumihuasi. Twenty homes were destroyed by fire, and several head of cattle were stolen. Later
the same evening, rebels bombed a gas station on the outskirts of nearby Huamanga. According
to police sources, a bomb explosion at a restaurant in Ayacucho resulted in four people injured
and extensive material damage. Next, rebels set fire to a bus on the outskirts of Ayacucho. No
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 4

LADB Article Id: 064549
ISSN: 1060-4189

casualties were reported. Ten Peru solidarity committees eight based in Spain, one in Portugal
and another in Ireland issued a joint communique condemning the Peruvian government and the
Sendero Luminoso for responses to the nation's economic and social crisis. The statement called on
Europeans to support cancellation of Peru's foreign debt, respect for human rights, strengthening
of grassroots organizations, and the disclosure of the violent and "anti-popular" nature of Sendero
Luminoso. Oct. 7: Police arrested approximately 1,000 people during counterinsurgency sweeps
over the weekend in the Chimbote, Santa, Casma and Huarmey areas of Ancash department. The
detainees were arrested on suspicion of subversive activities and for failure to present required
identification papers. Police confiscated weapons, explosives and propaganda. Col. Juan Caro,
chief of Lima's anti-terrorist police, told reporters that six members of a Sendero "death squad"
were captured in Callao. Caro said the detainees were suspected of several recent murders in Lima,
including those of former labor minister Orestes Rodriguez and Artemio Collado. According to
military sources, six civil defense patrol members were killed and one seriously wounded during a
rebel attack in Runguyoc Alto, Ayacucho. The rebels set fire to at least five homes, and stole several
head of livestock. One soldier and six guerrillas were killed in a clash in Huamanga, Ayacucho. Oct.
8: At least 10 people were killed and four wounded during a 48-hour "forced" strike in Ayacucho by
Sendero Luminoso rebels. In a statement, President Fujimori said Peruvian human rights defense
organizations "defend only subversives, and ignore the rights of the innocents" killed by the rebels.
According to the president, these organizations "play into the hands of the subversives," and are
"controlled by the drug traffickers." Oct. 9: According to police sources, Sendero Luminoso rebels
set fire to a bus and killed three passengers in Reduay, Ancash department. The attack on the bus
was reportedly in retaliation for the company's failure to pay protection money. Interior Minister
Malca told members of the Senate that police officers are currently implicated in 49 killings and 33
forced disappearances. He said the Fujimori administration has adopted measures to "stringently
sanction" police "excesses." [In early July, police in the Bellavista region shot at a civilian airplane,
resulting in the deaths of 17 passengers, including the son of a senator. Shortly thereafter, the bodies
of three university professors detained by anti- terrorist police in Lima were discovered. Footage
of the arrest was shown on local television. As a result of these high-profile cases of abuse, the
Senate convened a special committee on Oct. 9 to review and restructure police operations.] Military
sources reported that six rebels and one soldier were killed during fighting between military patrols
and about 50 Sendero Luminoso rebels in Cochapampa and Llamoctachi, Ayacucho department.
Oct. 10: According to police reports, Sendero rebels killed nine people in three attacks in Ayacucho
department. In Acosvinchos, five civil defense militia members died. One militia member was killed
in Pichari. In Ayacucho, rebels killed a community leader and her daughter, and an agricultural
worker. Lima police reported that journalist Melissa Alfaro was killed upon opening a letter bomb
at the Lima office of Cambio magazine. The publication is linked to the marxist Patria Libre party.
Magazine director Carlos Arroyo said paramilitary death squads were responsible for the murder,
while police blamed the Sendero Luminoso. Oct. 11: According to a report released by Gen. Adolfo
Cuba, approximately 800 police officers have been fired thus far in 1991. In Ayacucho, a law student
and her mother were shot to death in their home. On the same day, an agricultural worker was
murdered at the entrance to the city cemetery. Police sources blamed rightist death squads for both
incidents. Police reported that Sendero Luminoso rebels executed four members of a civil defense
militia in the town plaza of Santo Domingo del Prado, Junin department. Oct. 12: The Children's
Human Rights Coordinator for the Inka region released a report denouncing the exploitation of
6,000 children in jungle-based gold panning operations in Madre de Dios department. Oct. 13:
Exiled Sendero Luminoso leader Adolfo Olaechea told Lima newspaper Expreso that the rebels
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would soon begin an offensive against the nation's principal major military bases. He predicted that
a "popular republic" led by "Gonzalo" (Abimael Guzman) will be established before the end of the
century. (Basic data from Inter Press Service, 09/28/91, 09/30/91; AP, 10/03/91; Notimex, 10/01/91,
10/10/91; Spanish news service, 09/21/91, 09/23/91, 09/27-30/91, 10/02/91, 10/04/91, 10/06-13/91;
Agence France-Presse, 09/19- 21/91, 09/23/91, 10/01-10/91, 10/12/91, 10/13/91)

-- End --
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